
What is a BioBlitz?
Taking place on Saturday, May 30th from 5:00am-5:00pm, the Bainbridge 

Island BioBlitz is a 12-hour race against the clock to identify as many living species as 
possible on three very special Land Trust-conserved properties, two of which are not 
normally open to the public.

Volunteer participants will join Taxa Teams, led by friendly and knowledge-
able experts, to search for and identify species of plants, animals, insects, fungi, and 
everything in between. No need to stay for the entire twelve hours, participants choose 
which Taxa Teams to join and how long they’d like to be out in the field!

This is the perfect opportunity to support the Land Trust’s mission of preserving and 
stewarding the unique natural places of Bainbridge Island, all while learning more 
about what’s living in our own backyard!

Where is the BioBlitz Happening?
Properties to be surveyed during the BioBlitz include Gazzam Lake Nature Pre-

serve, Old Woods Conservation Easements and West Bainbridge Shoreline Preserve.
IslandWood’s gorgeous Welcome Center transforms as our “Base Camp” for the 

day, a place where teams can come to meet and carpool, share refreshments, and use 
scientific resources to do further identification work. All teams will assemble here and 
can look forward to a joyous after-party to celebrate our hard work and discoveries!

How Can You Participate?
Pre-registration is required, please visit https://islandwood.org/event/

bioblitz-2015. Sign-up for as many “Taxa Teams” as your day allows. Survey des-
ignated properties with local flora and fauna experts. Share what you know. Learn 
something new!

This FREE event is open to people of all ages and backgrounds (no biology degree 
required!) and is also family-friendly -- you decide what holds your kids’ interest and 
for how long.

If you have specific questions about the event, or if you’d like to volunteer, please 
contact becca@bi-landtrust.org or call (206) 842-1216.
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BioBlitz:  BILT has partnered with IslandWood 
to host THE most intensive field study survey 

our island has ever seen!
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Land Trust Happenings
First Wednesday Work Parties

As part of our stewardship commitments to our owned proper-
ties and conservation easements and in an effort to give a hand 
to our landowner partners, we have launched First Wednesday 
Work Parties. On the first Wednesday of each month from 9:00am-
11:00am we invite you to join us on a work party on one of our 

beautiful owned properties or 
conservation easement properties. 
This is a great way to get involved 
and spend time outside and some-
times on land not typically open to 
the public. Work parties typically 
involve debris and invasive plant 
removal (ivy, holly, scotch broom, 
blackberry, etc.) and installing 
native plants. Gloves, hand tools, 
and light refreshments are pro-
vided, but volunteers are welcome 

to bring their own as well. All ages welcome. Contact Becca Nissley 
at (206) 842-1216 or becca@bi-landtrust. to RSVP.

 
Student Conservation Corps

This summer we are proud to again partner for the 6th year 
with Bainbridge Island Metropolitan Parks and Recreation, Sus-
tainable Bainbridge, and the Bainbridge 
Parks Foundation in sponsoring the 
Student Conservation Corps. The Student 
Conservation Corps is a successful part 
of a multi-pronged island effort to man-
age English ivy, Scotch Broom, and other 
invasive weeds which threaten the vitality 
and beauty of Bainbridge Island. Up to 
24 high school students will spend three 
weeks working on various stewardship 
projects around the island. Keep an eye 
out for them in June and July!

Native Plant Sale
Each spring, BILT holds a Native Plant Sale as both a 

service to our community and a fundraiser to support our 
stewardship programs. This year’s sale was a two-day event 
with a small members-only preview on Friday, April 17 and a 
much larger public sale event on Saturday, April 18. Thanks to 
everyone who volunteered a total of 144 hours to make these 
events happen and to all those that supported us through plant 
purchases. More than 3100 beautiful native trees, shrubs, and 
groundcovers now have new homes in the community.

Preservation Partners Party: BILT’s Major Fundraiser 
Set for October 3

Mark your calendars and make your table or seat reserva-
tions for the Land Trust’s major fundraising event of the year. Every 

autumn, our Preservation Partners Party not only thanks 
and recognizes major donors, but raises a significant por-
tion of the operational funds needed to continue our mis-
sion to preserve wild and natural places on the Island for 
everyone, forever. This year’s event will take place October 
3, once again in the beautiful setting of Grace Episcopal 
Church. A short live auction and formal dinner menu will 
be preceded by cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Space and 
sponsorship opportunities are limited for this special event, 
so reach out today to reserve your place.  Contact Laura 
O’Mara at (206) 842-1216 or laura@bi-landtrust.org.

Bainbridge Island Land Trust is a non-profit, 501(C) (3) corporation. 
Printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper with soy-based inks.
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Gotcha! Camera Trap Study Helps BILT 
Better Understand Wildlife Use of Conserved Lands

scare the animal. By using these cameras, we can get a much 
better idea of typical wildlife behavior that occurs when wildlife 
is freely foraging or moving through the Corridor.

The Land Trust has begun to organize and analyze the 
data we have collected and have identified use of the Wildlife 
Corridor by a wide variety of mammals. We are in the process 
of evaluating the data including the diversity of wildlife use, 
whether and how that use changes depending on proximity to 
human use of trails and adjacent human activities, and what 
the data tells us as we complete our management plan for this 

beautiful property.  We look forward to further analysis of this 
data and sharing the results with the BILT community, and ap-
plying this study technique to other important conserved lands 
on Bainbridge Island.

For more information go to http://bi-landtrust.org
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As stewards of some of Bainbridge Islands most unique 
and beautiful conserved lands, wanting to know as much as 
we can about those lands in order to better manage and care 
for them, is becoming a central part of our work. Recently the 
Land Trust launched a camera trap (action-triggered wildlife 
cameras) study on our Wildlife Corridor property to learn more 
about just how wildlife is using this diverse area. This 35 acre 
property hosts forested wetlands, an open pond, small streams 
and seeps, and a healthy array of native vegetation.  

Conservation Director Brenda Padgham and board member 
Deb Rudnick, Ph.D. ecologist, have worked closely with two Univer-
sity of Washington environmental science undergraduate students 
Malerie Romero and Simon Nhan, and with BILT AmeriCorps mem-
ber Becca Nissley, to design and implement the camera trap study 
in multiple areas of the Wildlife Corridor beginning in the summer 
of 2014 and continuing through this spring. Eight camera traps 
were placed in the corridor, locating them near game trails and in 
locations that were most likely to pick up wildlife activity. 

It can be challenging to document and describe wildlife 
behavior, particularly mammalian wildlife, without unintention-
ally impacting or changing that behavior along the way. Even 
with the quietest and most unobtrusive study habits, mammals 
are very sensitive to human presence and will often alter their 
behavior or avoid areas where we are. Camera traps are a 
wonderful method to overcome some of these challenges. Cam-
era traps are stationary cameras mounted on a tree or object 
that are triggered by motion. The cameras we use are silent 
and produce a low infra-red light at night, so they do not have 
the kind of bright flash or noise of a typical camera that might 

Deer lying down.

Coyote.

Raccoon.

Two deer. Wood duck.Great blue heron.
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The Streams of Bainbridge— 
Two Projects Help Us Learn (and do) More

Where are the streams on Bainbridge Island and what 
fish can be found in them?  What about these streams make 
them so special, or what efforts need to take place to help them 
regain their full capacity to thrive as healthy natural systems?  
In an effort to help answer these 
questions, and to guide our 
protection and restoration efforts 
with landowners and others, the 
Land Trust has taken the lead and 
worked in partnership with others 
to implement two stream focused 
projects on Bainbridge Island. 

Stream Type Assessment:
In 2014, in partnership with 

the Land Trust, Wild Fish Conser-
vancy (WFC) conducted a stream 
type assessment (inventory) of the 
island’s watersheds as part of a 
regional effort to more accurately 
assess and identify fish bearing 
streams and their habitat.  For the 
Land Trust, understanding where 
these valuable natural resources 
are on the island is an important 
tool needed to guide strategic 
restoration and protection efforts in 
cooperation with landowners and 
other partners.   

Watertyping (stream typing) 
classification was originally devel-
oped for forest practices and then 
was subsequently adopted by most 
local governments to identify and protect critical areas. Most 
streams were not “typed” based on physical features of the 
stream or on-site inspection, but instead from a coarse state-
wide remote mapping process.  The result has been that many 
streams were incorrectly classified (fish or non-fish bearing), 
mismapped, or were not on the maps at all. 

Beginning February 2014, WFC and the Land Trust sent 
over 1025 postcards to Island landowners adjacent or in 
close proximity to streams (as mapped in the past) asking for 
permission for a survey team to enter properties to 
inventory the stream – real boots on the ground to 
physically document the features of our streams and 
to see who was living in those streams.  While 520 
landowners did not respond, we received permission 
from over 340 landowners (thank you!).  

WFC’s field biologist Aaron Jorgenson, led the 
efforts with assistance by Molly Esteve, 2013/2014 
BILT AmeriCorp member and Deb Rudnick, BILT 
board member and BI Watershed Council Chair.  
From March to June, 2014, we collected over 720 

GPS points, took over 2,500 photos, typed approximately 47 
stream miles, inventoried over 300 in-stream structures (such 
as culverts, diversion dams, etc.), and caught and released 
over 100 fish, including Coho, Chum, Cutthroat Trout, Rainbow 

Trout, Stickleback and Sculpin. 
The result of all these efforts is 
displayed on easy to view maps on 
Wild Fish Conservancy’s website: 
http://wildfishconservancy.org/
resources/maps  (click on West 
Sound Watershed WRIA 15).

The chart below shows the 
original number of Island stream 
miles as mapped using the old 
technique (WA Dept. of Natural 
Resources Maps), and the results 
from the 2014 WFC survey.

Springbrook Creek Evalua-
tion and Assessment:

During the WFC Stream Type 
work, an impressive number of 
landowners in the Springbrook 
Creek Watershed (see map) par-
ticipated in the inventory – many 
of them walking the stream with 
the field crew offering information 
about the stream, its history or 
actions they were involved in (or 
wanting to be involved in) to care 
for the stream.  Springbrook Creek 
is a historical steelhead stream and 
one of the most productive salmo-

nid streams on Bainbridge Island supporting populations of 
cutthroat trout, coho and chum salmon.  

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife performed 
a fish passage barrier inventory of the streams at public street 
crossings in June, 2014.  The City of Bainbridge evaluated 
the potential of repairing  several of the culverts in the water-
shed.  The Local Integrating Organization (see our website for 
more information) identified the Fletcher Bay and Springbrook 

Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) 

Wild Fish
Conservancy

% Increase

Stream Miles 26.6 47.3 79%

Fish Bearing
Stream Miles 19.3 38.2 98%

Non-Fish
Stream Miles 7.3 9.1 25%

Continued on page 5



Page 5Bainbridge Island Land Trust —  Trustworthy News  — Volume 25 #1

Continued from page 4

The Streams of Bainbridge

Creek area for focused efforts to address 
salmon, shellfish and stormwater issues. 

With all these pieces of information 
(and more), and so many partners and 
landowners engaged and interested, 
the energy in the Springbrook Creek 
Watershed was something the Land Trust 
wanted to capture.  Working with the 
West Sound Watersheds Council, the City 
of Bainbridge Island, Wild Fish Conser-
vancy and the Bainbridge Island Water-
shed Council, the Land Trust proposed 
completing a watershed scale assessment 
of Springbrook Creek to identify (and pri-
oritize and sequence) conceptual designs 
for future habitat improvements and/or 
protection projects.  Projects could include 

restoration opportunities such 
as removing anthropogenic fish 
passage barriers and enhanc-
ing riparian habitats, evaluating 
the possibility of restoring the 
stream to its historical path, and 
protecting intact fish habitat 
through acquisition or conser-
vation easements. The evalua-
tion of existing watershed and 
stream data, collection of new 
stream data, and a geomorphic 
and hydrologic assessment will 
help guide project partners in 
understanding the dynamics of 
the stream.  

 The Land Trust submitted 
a grant proposal which was 
funded in December 2014. The 
project is currently underway.  

For more information about 
the Bainbridge Island Stream 
Type Assessment, or the Spring-
brook Creek Evaluation and 
Assessment, visit our webpage, 
www.bi-landtrust.org. 

To view the full inventory of stream maps 
for Bainbridge Island, as well as photos of 
these streams, visit Wild Fish Conservancy’s 
website, and click the link for West Sound 
Watershed Council link or contact Aaron 
Jorgenson, Field Biologist, aaron@wildfish-
conservancy.org.

Who and what is BILT? 
BILT represents every Islander committed to protecting 
and stewarding our wild places for everyone, forever. 
Our members and volunteers are our most valuable 
asset, but we need so many more of them! People like 
you are the powerhouse that drives our small, dedicat-
ed and highly capable staff and all-volunteer Board of 
Directors. BILT is a 501(c)(3) Washington state private, 
nonprofit corporation. It is a qualified conservation 
organization under IRS Code Section 170(h). 

What is BILT’s mission? 
Our mission is to preserve and steward the diverse 
natural environment of Bainbridge Island for the ben-
efit of all. To achieve this goal, BILT acquires interests 
in land having significant or potentially significant con-
servation values such as scenic vistas, wetlands, open 
spaces, tidelands, forest, unique plant and animal 
habitats and stream and wildlife corridors. 

How do we do it? 
We work with private landowners to protect their land using land 
protection agreements called conservation easements. We also work 
with a variety of partners to acquire land for preserves, parks, trails 
and public use. On occasion, BILT will purchase land directly with 
funds procured through private donations and public grants.  

Why do we do it? 
For many of us, the natural beauty of the Island is what brought us 
here in the first place. BILT simply wants to ensure that natural beauty 
remains a vital part of the Island’s identity now and into the future. 

What have we done? 
BILT has helped to permanently protect over 1,300 acres of our 
Island’s natural landscape, more than 1000 acres of which are open 
to the public. It holds 47 conservation easements (42 private and 5 
public) across over 750 acres and owns another 78 acres. An ad-
ditional, 484 acres have been preserved through acquisition efforts 
with BILT assistance.

Bainbridge Island Land Trust 101



— SAVE THESE DATES! —Island Business Owners:
Become a Bainbridge Island Land Trust Sponsor

Associate your business with one of the most success-
ful non-profit organizations on Bainbridge Island. The 
Bainbridge Island Land Trust is looking for partners to protect 
the best of our remaining open spaces for everyone, for-
ever. Sponsorships are available from $1,000 to $10,000 
and come with the gratitude of the Land Trust’s thousands of 
members and volunteers since 1989. For more information, 
contact Laura O’Mara at 842-1216.

Bainbridge Island Land Trust
P.O. Box 10144
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
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May 30 ... Bainbridge Island BioBlitz, 5am – 5pm
June 3 ... First Wednesday Work Party, 9 – 11am
June 16 ... BioBlitz Findings Report, 7 – 8:30pm
July 1 ... First Wednesday Work Party, 9 – 11am
August ... Shoreline Walk (TBD)
August 5 ... First Wednesday Work Party, 9 – 11am
September 2 ... First Wednesday Work Party, 9 – 11am
September ... Walk Your Watershed (TBD)
Oct 3 ... Preservation Partners Party

For more specific details, please visit our website at www.bi-landtrust.org.

Membership 2015 – have you renewed 
your BI Land Trust membership yet? 

Contact Laura O’Mara: laura@bi-landtrust.org

❧
Please call Jane Stone or Laura O’Mara about 

making a Legacy Gift to the Land Trust – 842-1216

147 Finch Place SW, Suite 3, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 — 206-842-1216 — www.bi-landtrust.org

Thank you to our
Preservation Partners Party 2014 sponsors:

We appreciate their generous contributions
to our most successful event yet!

Jeff & Georgia Vincent
Laird Norton Wealth Management
Eileen Black, John L. Scott Real Estate

Sally Hewett, DDS
Anne & Steven Schwager

Susan Wiggs, Author
Blackwood Builders
Paul Holzman & Mudge Mair, 
 Realogics Sothebys International Realty

Hillstrom State Farm Insurance


